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Cas9/gRNA-mediated Targeted PirFLA31/34 Gene Mutation in Populus
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Abstract Fasciclin-like arabinogalactan proteins FLAs play important roles in growth and development of

plants. Based on bioinformatic analysis we identified 46 FLAs in Populus trichocarpa. By phylogenetic
and PirFLA31 and PirFLA34 were in
same small branch of the tree. By semi-quantitative RT-PCR analysis PirFILA31 and PirFILA34 were specifically
expressed in xylem on the high transcriptional level. In order to study their functions in wood formation we

knocked out PirFLA31/34 double genes via Cas9/gRNA and obtained three fla31/34 double mutants.

analysis Populus FLA family was classified into four Sub-groups A-D
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Table 1 Primer sequences used in this study

HEH JHig S A PR 51975
Gene Usage Primer name Primer sequences 5'-3'
PirFLA31 A & PCR PuFLA31-RT ATTGAGGAACTAGTCACTGTGTTC GATGGTGCCTGTGAGGAGTCTG

Semi-quantitative PCR
i B PCR

AGGAGGTGAGGAGTAAGTATTCC GATGATACACAGCAATGCCCTG

ATATATGGTCTCGATTGCGCTAAATGACTCAAGCCCGTT
TGCGCTAAATGACTCAAGCCCGTTTTAGAGCTAGAAATAGC

PirFLA34 Semi-quantitative PCR PurFLA34-RT
DT1-BsF
B 5 gRNA DT1-FO
PirkLA31/34 Target Site gRNA DT2-RO
DT2-BsR
7 ik gp e W o FLA31-U/D
PirFIA31/34 LA
Identification of site editing FLA34-U/D
zCas LI 25 zCas-U/D

Transgene confirmation

AACCCATTGTCCCAATACCTTTGCCCAATCTCTTAGTCGACTCTAC
ATTATTGGTCTCTAAACCCATTGTCCCAATACCTTTGCCC
TAACTTGATCCTCTGCTCACAAC GTCTGTGTATACGGTGCCAGAT
TATTGCACCTAACTATATAACCTC GGCTAGTTGGTTGTCTGTGTATA
TGAGAACATCGTCATTGAGATGG CAGCTTGTCATTCTCATCGTACT
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Table 2 PtrFLA family genes in P. trichocarpa
EHA g B g g BB g BHEE g g (5
Name Gene ID i FAS number ene Name Gene ID T FAS number 1ena
length aa peptide length aa peptide
PirFLA1 Potri. 001G320800 243 1 Y PirFLA24  Potri. 015G129400 240 1 Y
PirFLA2 Potri. 001G367900 406 2 Y PirFLA25  Potri. 016G066500 466 2 Y
PirFLA3 Potri. 002G223300 263 1 Y PirFLA26  Potri. 016GG088700 239 1 Y
PirFLA4 Potri. 004G210600 268 1 Y PirFLA27  Potri. 017G111600 352 2 Y
PirFLAS Potri. 005G079500 442 1 Y PirFLA28  Potri. 019G002300 283 1 Y
PirFLA6 Potri. 0066129200 239 1 Y PirFLA29  Potri. 019G049600 252 1 Y
PirFLAT Potri. 006200300 466 2 Y PirFLA30  Potri. 019G093300 245 1 Y
PirFLAS Potri. 008 G012400 463 2 Y PirFLA31  Potri. 019G120900 227 1 Y
PirFLA9 Potri. 009G012100 263 1 Y PirFLA32  Potri. 019G121100 262 1 Y
PirFLA10  Potri. 009G012200 269 1 Y PirFLA33  Potri. 019G121200 263 1 Y
PirFLA11  Potri. 010G244900 459 2 Y PirFLA34  Potri. 019G122800 252 1 Y
PirFLA12  Potri. 011G093500 408 2 Y PirFLA35  Potri. 019G123200 263 1 Y
PirFLA13  Potri. 012G015000 269 1 Y PirFLA36  Potri. 019G123100 263 1 Y
PirFLA14  Potri. 012G127900 240 1 Y PirFLA37  Potri. 019G123000 269 1 Y
PirFLA15  Potri. 013G014200 266 1 Y PirFLA38  Potri. 019G122600 215 1 N
PirFLA16  Potri. 013G120600 238 1 Y PirFLA39  Potri. 019G120800 214 1 N
PirFLA17  Potri. 013G151300 269 1 Y PirFLA40  Potri. 008 G127500 292 1 Y
PirFLA18  Potri. 013G151400 269 1 Y PirFILA41 Potri. 001G037800 281 1 Y
PirFLA19  Potri. 013G151500 264 1 Y PirFLA42  Potri. 013G152200 353 1 N
PirFLA20  Potri. 014G071700 421 1 Y PirFLA43 Potri. T118500 210 1 N
PirFLA21  Potri. 014G162900 262 1 Y PirFLA44  Potri. 019G008400 361 1 N
PirFLA22  Potri. 014G168100 397 2 Y PirFLA45  Potri. 018G097000 427 1 N
PirFLA23  Potri. 015G013300 267 1 Y PirFLA46  Potri. 006174900 426 1 N
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Fig.1 Phylogenetic analysis of FLAs from Arabidopsis thaliana and P. trichocarpa
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Fig.4 Transformation of pHSE401-PtrFLA31/34 gRNA in Populus and its molecular determination
process of pHSE401-PtrFLA31/34 ¢RNA in Populus (DYoung plantlets of tissue culture (2)Cocultured stem segments after transformation (3
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2.5 PtrFLA31/34 ZERE$BAL S RIS
PirFLA31/34 B& R 57 o5 4 48 45 R W1l Sa Jir
R XFF T1-PirFLA31/34 gRNA L1 Fi L3 3L
TR PirFLA31 JEPIERA s Bk g8 2> 1A T 6k
3 12w PrFLA31 #0057 S080/0 2 A T gt Purk-
LA34 A7 5 7E L1 A L2 v gl g2 14> T ik
M L3t PorFLA34 SEPRUEEA dal 43 53 hn
/D 1 AT XtF T2-PirFLA34 gRNA L1 Al
L2 FEARIAR P PorFLA34 A 8553 77 B sk /b 199 Fil
20 Bk T L3 A AR PorFLA34 BEA 5 AR 4
i SrHT PrrFLA31/34 55 DR S EE A 5 g 6 IS
P8 s B R 45 R Al 5b s S
M= HbRF R g As i 2 1k FHE R 8 30T
L1 12 f1 13 &y PiwrFLA31 F1 PirFLA34 ¥4 9% i

B T fla31/34 XU 58k
3 itig

Rt A S A ORRIGE £2 Z 4 FLA JE
RGN HGE a0 IR IT KRS AR 8 53
A 21 24 F19 A FLA FEN 2 P72 RATNEBR
Bl 46 A~ PorFIA JEH £ 1 BN EEMH
RO HRE N EAREY FIA B Z X8R ARAR
FILA LRG0 A T &Y 5K FLA SR Y40
BER TR X R S PR ) B R AR AT BB 2 i
SER AR NFEAS A B A ) () 75 22 R A R
AL R B R IR IR AR BEAL 21 FRATT AR 44T
it — R BN FLA Z5 R0 RS R 4 N
Xk K1 HFEAMEY FLA 5248 R SR 51N



746 e w

fiff 5 38 &

b
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WT-PtrPLA34 CCATTGTCCCAATACCTTTGCCC-//- GCGCTAAATGACTCAAGCCCTGG

L1-PtrPLA31 CCAT-GTCCCAATACCTTTGCCC-//-. . .. ... oo oo (-1)
L1-PtrPLA34 CCAT-GTCCCAATACCTTTGCCC-//-. .. ... .. ... ... CTGG( 1/-191)
L2-PtrPLA31 CCA- -GTCCCAATACCTTTGCCC-//-. .. ... . ... ... .. .. .. (-2)
L2-PtrPLA34 CCAT-GTCCCAATACCTTTGCCC-//-. . .. ... ... ... TGG (-1/-20)
L3-PtrPLA31 CCAT-GTCCCAATACCTTTGCCC-//- . (-1)

L3-PtrPLA34 CCATTTGTCCCAATACCTTTGCCC-//- GCGCTAAATGACTCAAGCCCTGG +h
L3-PtrPLA34 CCAT - GTCCCAATACCTTTGCCC-//-GCGCTAAATGACTCAAGCCCTGG  (+1)
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Fig.5 Analysis of PirFLA31/34 gene editing in transgenic Populus a. PirFLA31 and PirFIA34 gene editing identified from the
cloned PCR fragments b. The presumed amino acids of PirFLA31 and PirFLA34 after editing
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